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On Moorea, there seems to be a disconnect between Local fishermen and the legislative administration that

decides upon protected areas and policies. There are efforts and growing conversations between municipalities

and fishermen as well as increasing representation, yet, locals continue to abide by their own or native rules.

The distance between native fishermen and the broader French government is a wicked problem that is not

easily discernible and this disconnect is important for both fishing sustainability and also ripples into the

broader issue of native/french relationships and tension.  I hope to investigate the impacts and reasonings for

“illegal fishing” of different areas, species, sizes, and practices in Moorea. 
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